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6th Grade Science

Mrs. Deb Hannigan
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Course Description

This science course integrates concepts from physical science, life science, and earth science. Topics include matter, rocks and minerals, weather and climate, classification, and plants and animals. The topics are presented in an integrated fashion so that prior material can help weave a firm understanding of the complex world around us. Frequent labs, long-term projects, field trips, and computer podcasts are a few of the year’s highlights,

Performance Objectives

Scientific investigation: 
Students will be able to ask a testable question, form a hypothesis, design and conduct an experiment, interpret data, and communicate their results.

Physical science:
Students will be able to differentiate among substances, elements, compounds, and mixtures; describe and distinguish between chemical and physical changes; describe factors that affect rates of change; and interpret the periodic table.

Earth science:
Students will identify rocks and minerals based on characteristics and describe how rocks are formed. They will be able to describe the interactions of earth’s atmosphere and hydrosphere with the sun’s energy that create local weather and global climate.

Life science:
Students will differentiate between plant and animal cells; classify organisms according to their characteristics; and identify and describe bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, invertebrates, and vertebrates. 

Materials

1. Glencoe Science Modular Series
2. Scientific calculator – a Texas Instrument TI-34 or equivalent

3. Metric ruler

4. 6th-grade-issued 3 ring notebook

5. Index dividers – you will use 3 tabs for science 

6. Loose leaf paper

7. 1 three-hole spiral-bound notebook (for science use ONLY) 

8. Pencils with erasers

9. Blue or black pen, red pen for correcting

10. Colored pencils

Course Grading

I will evaluate students based on their mastery of the course material as evidenced in homework, labs and projects, quizzes and tests, notebook checks, and class participation. Students should include the following MLA heading on all assignments: 

First and last name

For example:
Joe Science

Instructor’s name



Mrs. Hannigan

Class ID 



 
Science A

Assignment ID




Powders Lab

Date 





September 1, 2009
Assignment grades receive different weights depending on their category:

Homework: 25%

Labs and projects: 30%

Tests and Quizzes: 35%
Notebook and class participation: 10%

According to the MS Handbook:
A+
98-100

B+
88-89

C+
78-79

D+
68-69
    F    0-59

A
93-97

B
83-87

C
73-77

D
63-67


A-
90-92

B-
80-82

C-
70-72

D-
60-62

(0.5 and above rounds up, 0.4 and below rounds down.)

Attendance and Late Policy

Please call a classmate if you have any questions about an assignment. You may call me before 8:00 p.m. at 520-1306 if you find that your classmate cannot answer your question. If you are absent or forget to bring home your planner, all assignments will be posted each day on the middle school homework section of the CSS website. Late work not related to an absence will lose 10% of the total points earned for each day that it is late (see student handbook).

Expectations

Respect and cooperation will be expected at all times. I would like to point out the four R’s that will be an important part of our classroom: Respect yourself, respect others, respect your environment, and be responsible for your actions. Following is a list of expectations the students and I will honor in the classroom. Logical consequences for not respecting expectations will result, along with a possible call to a parent’s home or work.

( Be prompt and come to class prepared (book, binder, pencil, planner).

( Go to the restroom and get a drink between classes.

( Treat others as you want to be treated.

( Be respectful while a student or teacher is speaking. Raise your hand to speak.

( No food, gum, or beverage in the classroom.

( Be inquisitive. Ask any and all questions pertaining to the topic at hand.

( Properly maintain your class notebook and textbook. You will be assigned a different text for each   unit and will be responsible for returning it (in good condition) at the end of the unit.

