Classification Podcast Project

Welcome to the Podcast Project! In this project, you will make an educational podcast about two of the six kingdoms into which living organisms are divided according to the modern classification system. These six kingdoms are: archaebacteria, eubacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and animals. Using pictures you find in your science book, in other books, and on the Internet, you will organize a slide show that gives your audience a good idea of what each type of organism looks like and how many varieties of organisms fit into each kingdom. You will narrate your pictures using a script you write after you research each kingdom. If you have time, you will learn how to add background music to your podcast to make it really professional. Kodiak Scholars may choose to tape a live camera introduction.

Timeline

Part I: Writing the Script

· Learn which kingdoms you are responsible for. Each person will do two kingdoms. Everyone will have one of these pairs:



Archaebacteria and Animals



Eubacteria and Plants



Fungi and Protists

· Research your kingdoms. Use the old red science book as your first source and then use at least one other source (you can use the Internet). Remember to keep a list of all your sources so that you can turn in a bibliography with your podcast project.

· Write a 200-word description of each of your kingdoms. Be as clear and as complete as possible. Actually count your words so that you know if you have made it to the required number of words. If you go over, that is okay, but you cannot be under 200 words!

· You will have time after each due date to polish your script, respond to peer and teacher editing, and add more information if you need it.

Kingdom 1 due on Monday, January 9

Kingdom 2 due on Wednesday, January 11
Part II: Rehearsing and Recording the Script

· At home, practice reading your script aloud. Time yourself and see how long the whole script is when you put your two parts together. Make sure that the script is cohesive and that it flows between the two different kingdoms. Write transition sentences between the kingdoms if necessary.

· When you are ready and well-rehearsed, record your script in the computer lab. Since you need quiet to record well, we will have some students practicing in the hallway while others are recording. It will take us several days to get everyone’s voices recorded. You might need to do some recording during study hall, particularly if you want less background noise.

Recording should be completed by Wednesday, January 18.

Part III: Collecting the Pictures

· Over the course of the project, you should be looking for good pictures of living organisms in your kingdoms that you can use in your podcast. You can save pictures that you find on your own thumb drive if you are at home, or on your assigned thumbdrive if you are at school.

· You are responsible for finding at least 10 pictures for each kingdom that help to illustrate the words in your script.

All pictures need to be collected by Friday, January 20. You will show me all of your pictures no later than that date.
Part IV: Videotaping the Live Introduction (Kodiak Scholars only)

· You will work upstairs where we do our video announcement taping to record a live introduction to your podcast. For your introduction, you will need to state your name and the kingdoms on which you are doing your podcast, and then a statement that will make your audience want to learn more.

· You will select or make a background slide that will be added behind your live introduction for the video clip.

· The words you want to write and your background slide will need to be emailed to Mrs. Carpenter in advance of your live taping. She will be taping 1/12, 1/23, 1/24, and 1/25 only, during our science class time.

Part V: Putting It All Together

· Once you have all your pictures and video clip ready (if you are doing one), you can import them into GarageBand and assemble them in the order you want them to be seen.

· Coordinate the timing of the pictures with your script. Adjust the length of the picture and when it changes to the next picture so that it matches your words. Find more pictures or cut the least important ones to make the slideshow match your script.

· Add titles to your slideshow by making a PowerPoint slide and importing it into GarageBand. You will get a better grade if you are efficient and have time to make title slides.

· You also can add music to your project. Bring in a soundtrack that you like on a CD (instrumentals work best because lyrics can interfere with your script). Import it into GarageBand on a second track. Adjust the volume so that it works with your podcast. 

· Follow directions given to you for saving, exporting, and showing your podcast to the class.

Final podcast is due for presentation by the end of the day on Wednesday, January 25. We will watch all the podcasts as a class on January 26 and 27.

Scoring Rubric for Podcast Project (for each person)

	
	Advanced (A)
	Proficient (B)
	Satisfactory (C)
	Unsatisfactory (D or F)

	Quality of the scripts for your kingdoms
	Your scripts are detailed and complete and on time. Other students can learn everything they need to know about your kingdoms. Your scripts flow well between the two kingdoms.
	Your scripts are good and thorough and on time. Other students can learn the important things about your kingdom even if they do not learn all the details. The flow of the scripts is good.
	Your scripts accurately describe something about your kingdoms, but not all the details. You finally finished them, but had some trouble getting them done on time. Other students can learn the basics, but no specifics. The flow is choppy, but okay.
	Your scripts do not describe the kingdoms well. You did not do enough research to understand the kingdoms. You did not complete your scripts on time. Other students have trouble learning much from your scripts. The script does not flow.

	Quality of your pictures
	You found an excellent variety of pictures of living organisms in your kingdoms and have enough of them to fill your script. Your pictures accurately depict the variety of organisms that are in each of your kingdoms.


	You found good pictures of organisms with good variety. You have enough to fill your script, but might have missed a couple of good examples of organisms in your kingdom. 
	You finally found enough pictures, but it was hard for you. You had difficulty finding enough variety and you have pictures mostly of the same type of organism (trees for plants, mammals for animals, mushroom for fungi, etc.). 
	You did not collect enough pictures to go with your script or accurately show the organisms that make up your kingdoms.

	Technology Skills
	You very effectively used the Internet to conduct research, a thumb drive to save parts of your project, and GarageBand to import and edit pictures and record sound to make a podcast. You also added titles and music. 
	You effectively used the Internet to conduct research, a thumb drive to save parts of your project, and GarageBand to import and edit pictures and record sound to make a podcast. You added some music or titles, but not both. 
	You struggled, but eventually succeeded in using the Internet to conduct research, a thumb drive to save parts of your project, and GarageBand to import and edit pictures and record sound to make a podcast. You did not add any extras to your podcast. 


	You were unable to use the Internet to conduct research, a thumb drive to save parts of your project, and GarageBand to import and edit pictures and record sound to make a podcast. Your final podcast is not complete. You added no extras to your podcast.

	Time Management
	You managed your time well. You used evenings to write, practice, find pictures, and plan. Each day in the lab you got a lot accomplished. You even had time to help other students or learn from their ideas.
	You managed your time pretty well. You could have used some more evenings to keep on task so that your time in the lab was more efficient. You had some time to see what others were doing and learn from them.
	You did all of your work in the lab. It was not apparent that you did any preparation or planning outside of class. As a result, you had no time to learn from or help other people.
	You were not at all organized. You wasted time in the lab and had to worry about getting the project done in time for the due date. Lots of people had to help you.


